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expound well, but do not fulfill well; some fulfill well, but do not 
expound well. Eleazar ben Arakh expounds well and fulfills well. 
Happy are you, Abraham our father, that Eleazar ben Arakh has come 
forth from your loins.” 


When R. Yosé the Priest and R. Simeon ben Nathanel heard [about it], 
they also began [a discourse] on the Work of the Chariot. They said: it 
was a day in the summer season, and the earth shook and a rainbow 
appeared in the cloud. And a [heavenly] echo came forth and said to 
them, “Behold, the place is vacant for you and the dining couches laid 
out for you. You and your disciples are destined for the third stage of 
heaven.” 


[I] This corresponds to that which is said: “In your presence there is 
fulness of joy” (Ps. 16:11). There are seven classes of righteous in 
the time to come. 


Another time, R. Joshua was walking on a road and Ben Zoma came 
up opposite him. Joshua greeted him, but he did not reply to him. He 
said to him, “Whence and where, Ben Zoma?”’ 


Ben Zoma said to him, “I have been speculating on the Work of [77b] 
Creation. Between the upper and the lower waters there is nothing but 
a hand’s breadth. It is said here, ‘hovering,’ and it is said there: ‘As an 
eagle stirs up its nest [and] hovers over its young’ (Deut. 32:11). Just 
as the ‘hovering’ which is spoken of there [implies] almost touching 
but not quite, so the ‘hovering’ spoken of here is ‘almost touching but 
not quite.’” 


R. Joshua said to his disciples, “See, Ben Zoma is outside.” 
It was only a few days before Ben Zoma died. 


R. Judah bar Pazzi in the name of R. Yosé b. R. Judah: “Three put 
forward their teaching [on this subject] before their master, R. Joshua 
before Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai, Rabbi Aqiba before R. Joshua, 
Hananiah ben Hakinai before R. Aqiba. After that time their 
knowledge becomes unclear [i.e., the oral tradition of the Merkabah is 
no longer reliable].” 


Four entered the Garden [or Paradise]. One cast a look and died. One 
cast a look and was stricken [or went mad]. One cast a look and cut 
among the shoots. One entered safely and departed safely. 


Ben Azzai cast a look and was stricken. Of him Scripture says: “If you 
have found honey, eat only enough for you” (Prov. 25:16). 


